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REPORT. 


The  Holy  Father  Pio  Ninny  Nono,  in  the  plenitude  of 
his  generosity  and  good-will  towards  heretical  England,  has 
lately  issued  a  Bull  in  which  the  following  ecclesiastical 
appointments  are  ratified   and  sealed: — 

The  Lord  Cardinal  Wildgoose  is  to  be  Archbishop  of 
Westminster,  and  Primate  of  all  England.  May  the  blessed 
St.  Hildebrand  be  his  protector,  and  give  him  good  luck 
and  long  life !  His  most  gracious  Eminence,  it  is  well 
known,  is  a  man  of  indomitable  resolution,  possessing  all 
the  pluck  of  John  Gilpin,  and  we  may  be  quite  sure 
that  he  will  never  stop  till  he  gets  to  the  end  of  the 
race.  Amidst  all  his  difficulties  and  persecutions  he  ap- 
plies to  himself  the  inspiring  words  of  the  Roman  poet, 
and  snaps  his  fingers  at  the  opposition  of  his  heretical 
foes : — "  Tu   ne   cede  malis  :    sed   contra  audentior  ito." 

It  will  cheer  the  hearts  of  the  faithful  to  be  informed 
that  the  learned  Doctor  Sprat  is  to  be  the  Bishop  of 
Billingsgate.  His  Lordship  has  many  admirers  in  that  part 
of  the  city ;  and  it  is  expected  that  he  will  be  followed  by 
crowds  of  enthusiastic  converts  who  will  be  ready  to  devour 
him.  May  the  blessed  St.  Minnow  watch  over  and  guide 
the  good  Doctor  Sprat  ! 


Pio  Ninny  has  further  decreed  that  the  Kev.  Julian 
Humby  Newman,  once  a  Puseyite  Centaur,  and  now  a 
priest  of  the  order  of  St.  Philip  Neri  Fiddlededori,  is  to 
he  Archdeacon  of  Wapping.  Orator  Newman,  who  is  a 
great  lion  among  the  Eomans,  will  be  examining  chaplain 
to  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Billingsgate. 

The  Hon.  and  Rev.  Xavier  Furioso  Spencer,  now 
Father  Ignatius,  of  the  order  of  St.  Harlequin  Lunaticus, 
will  be  Archdeacon  of  St.  Luke's,  in  the  City  road.  The 
zeal  and  devotion  of  Father  Ignatius  are  worthy  of  the 
primitive  times.  He  travels  from  place  to  place  dressed  in 
the  full  costume  of  Ms  order, — with  a  beaver  turban  on 
his  head,  and  wooden  sandals  on  his  feet.  His  piety 
excites  universal  amazement;  and  the  sensation  he  creates 
wherever  he  goes  is  quite  prodigious. 

In  connection  with  these  apostolical  appointments,  it  may 
be  proper  to  inform  the  faithful  that  the  following  valuable 
publications  have  lately  issued  from  the  press : — 

A  Lecture  on  the  Gorham  Case,  and  the  Supremacy 
of  the  Pope.  By  Cardinal  Wildgoose,  Archbishop  of 
Westminster. 

A  Lecture  on  the  Pio  Nofto  Case,  showing  how  the 
Infallible  Head  of  the  Church  ran  away  from  his  lodgings 
at  Rome,  in  the  livery  of  a  Bavarian  footman,  and  was 
brought  back  on  the  shoulders  of  the  French  grenadiers. 
To  which  is  added  a  copious  appendix  ;  by  the  Right 
Reverend  Humphrey  Sprat,  Lord  Bishop  of  Billingsgate. 

Developments  of  Anglican  and  Italian  Jugglery,  during 
tli<-  reigns  of  William  the  Fourth  and  Victoria  the  First. 
the   Ven.  J.  H.  Newman,  Archdeacon  of  Wapping. 

The  Lives  of  the  most  celebrated  Itinerant  Mountebanks 
in  England  and  Wales,  by  the  Hon.  and  Ven.  X.  Furioso 
SpbNCEB,  AxehdeMOn  of  St.  Luke's,  in  the  City  road. 

The  Duty  of  assuming  a  bold  Frofit  at  the  present  Crisis  ; 


by  the  Eight  Keverend  Dominic  Brassy,  Lord  Bishop  of 
Brummegem. 

A  Volume  of  Congratulatory  Letters  to  Cardinal  Wild- 
goose,  on  his  recent  Elevation.  Edited  by  Gregory 
Bonner  Firebrand,  Esq.,  of  Smithfield,  Private  Secretary 
to  his  Eminence. 

And  now  let  us  resume  the  thread  of  the  narrative. 
As  soon  as  it  became  known  that  the  Holy  Father  at  the 
Vatican  had  resolved  to  take  England  under  his  protection 
according  to  the  usage  of  the  ancient  Pontiffs,  several  re- 
markable conversions  were  announced  in  various  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  A  list  is  subjoined  of  the  most  distinguished 
proselytes,  with  explanatory  remarks,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
on  the  plan  of  the  Tablet  and  other  Koman  Journals. 
An  opinion  seems  to  prevail  that  the  rhetorical  figure 
termed  hyperbole,  as  well  as  the  modern  art  of  puffing ', 
may  be  converted  into  many  important  uses  by  those  who 
are  employed  in  improtestantizing  the  English  nation. 

"  On  Sunday,  the  29th  of  September,  Lord  and  Lady 
Softhead,  of  Duncey  Castle,  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  were 
received  into  the  Church  of  Kome,  at  Friarton.  Lord  Soft- 
head is  a  nobleman  of  extraordinary  talents,  and  may  be 
considered  as  one  of  the  greatest  luminaries  of  modern 
times.  He  is  universally  beloved,  and  his  conversion  has 
caused  a  great  sensation  in  the  higher  circles  of  society. 

"  On  the  same  day,  the  Bev.  Lemuel  Topsy  Turncoat, 
Fellow  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford,  was  baptized  by  the  Kev. 
Benedic  Wily,  at  the  Catholic  chapel,  in  Foxgrove.  Mr. 
Turncoat  has  written  a  learned  Dissertation  on  the  form 
and  colour  of  the  Weathercocks  which  were  commonly 
affixed  to  the  towers  of  churches  in  the  12th  century.  He 
is  a  gentleman  of  high  classical  attainments,  and  his  secession 
from  the  Protestant  ranks  has  thrown  the  whole  university 
into   a  panic. 


"The  Hon.  Miss  Lackaday,  the  beautiful  and  accom- 
plished daughter  of  Lord  and  Lady  Flighty,  of  Udolpho 
Grove,  has  lately  recanted  the  errors  of  Protestantism,  and 
been  received  into  the  bosom  of  the  Church,  by  the  Rev. 
Sylvester  Oily,  of  Wheedleborough.  Miss  Lackaday  is 
the  author  of  several  standard  works  of  fiction,  such  as 
1  Rosamond  Roveabout ;'  '  Ellen,  the  Inconstant ;'  '  Margaret 
Flutter,'  &c. 

"  The  conversion  of  Sir  Harry  Oddity,  Bart.,  of  Spoon- 
bill Park,  Staffordshire,  and  of  Colonel  Slide,  M.P.,  for 
Waverley,  has  occasioned  the  most  intense  astonishment,  not 
unmixed  with  consternation,  among  the  aristocracy  in  that 
part  of  the  country." 

To  the  above  list  may  be  added  the  following  distinguished 
names : — 

"  Peter  Monkton  Wild,  Esq.,  and  his  lady.  Mr.  Wild 
is  the  author  of  a  beautiful  poem  on  Mesmerism,  and  an 
analysis  of  Robinson  Crusoe,  with  notes  and  illustrations. 

"  Alderman  Turtle,  Mrs.  Turtle,  and  their  two  daughters. 
The  Alderman  is  well  known  as  the  author  of  a  most  in- 
genious Essay  on  the  Evils  of  Dyspepsia ,  and  the  advan- 
tages of  Teetotalism. 

"The  Rev.  Charles  Digby  Turner,  the  great  geologist; 
and  author  of  a  splendid  volume  of  Illustrations  of  the 
Transition   "Period. 

"  Captain  Craze,  of  the  Royal  Dragoon  Guards  :  a  most 
distinguished  officer,  and  a  great  favourite  with  the  Duke  of 
Wellington. 

"  William  Ra i -ax  Shark,  Esq.,  the  well  known  barrister, 
and  his  whole  family.  This  gentleman  is  one  of  the  brightest 
ornaments  of  his  profession  ;  and  his  conversion  has  created 
no  small  commotion  among  Ins  brethren  of  the  long  robe. 

Dr.  QUACKBBLEY,  of  PilltOD  :  one  of  the  most  cele- 
brated physicians  in  Europe.  It  is  reported  that  Mrs. 
Quacxkbl]  J  will  shortly  folio*  the  example  of  her  husband." 


The  Jesuits,  by  parading  the  names  of  their  converts  in 
the  newspapers,  and  by  other  fraudulent  tricks,  endeavour 
to  delude  the  public  into  a  belief  that  their  religion  is  mak- 
ing marvellous  progress  among  us.  But  these  mercenaries 
of  Antichrist  have  mistaken  the  character  of  Protestant 
England.  They  will  find,  after  all,  that  we  are  too  strong 
for  them.  Though  they  have  laboured  hard  for  some  years, 
in  conjunction  with  Father  Newman,  and  his  band  of 
apostates,  to  bring  their  mummeries  into  general  fashion, 
the  attempt  has  proved  a  failure ;  and  we  may  confidently 
affirm  that  sentiments  such  as  the  following  are  entertained 
by  ten  to  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country : — 

"  The  Papal  system  is  a  prodigious  structure  of  imposture 
and  wickedness.  .  .  .  There  is  nothing  to  qualify  our 
detestation  of  imposture ;  and  if  I  do  not  substantiate  that 
charge  upon  the  Komish  Church,  let  me  be  held  for  a 
calumniator  by  posterity." — Southeys  Letter  to  Butler. 

"  That  a  system  in  all  things  so  unlike  the  religion  of 
the  Gospel,  and  so  opposite  to  its  spirit,  should  have  been 
palmed  on  the  world  as  Christianity,  would  be  incredible,  if 
the  proofs  were  not  undeniable  and  abundant." — Southeys 
Book  of  the  Church. 

"From  a  settled  persuasion  that  Popery  still  is  what  it 
always  was — a  detestable  system  of  impiety,  cruelty,  and 
imposture,  fabricated  by  the  father  of  lies— we  feel  thankful 
at  witnessing  any  judicious  attempt  to  expose  its  enormities 
and  retard  its  progress.  ...  A  heap  of  unmeaning 
ceremonies,  adapted  to  fascinate  the  imagination  and  engage 
the  senses,— implicit  faith  in  human  authority,  combined 
with  an  utter  neglect  of  Divine  teaching, — ignorance  the 
most  profound,  joined  to  dogmatism  the  most  presumptuous, 
—a  vigilant  exclusion  of  biblical  knowledge,  together  with 
a  total  extinction  of  free  enquiry,— present  the  spectacle  of 
religion  lying  in  state,  surrounded  by  the  silent  pomp  of 
death."— Robert  Hall. 


In  one  of  Lord  Dudley's  letters  to  the  late  Bishop  of 
Llandaff,  there  is  a  passage  which  will  throw  considerable 
light  on  the  motives  which  have  induced  some  modern 
Protestants   to  change   their  religion : — 

"  I  think  Madame  de  Stael  is  right  in  saying  that  the 
Italians  in  general  have  a  strong  sense  of  religion,  hut  she 
has  not  (so  far  as  I  recollect)  told  us  how  base  a  religion 
it  is.  Our  Protestant  Divines,  who  sometimes  spoke  roughly 
in  the  heat  of  controversy,  have  hardly  exaggerated  its  de- 
merits. Far  from  promoting  good  morals,  (I  speak  of  the 
ftoman  Catholic  religion  not  as  it  is  explained  by  Bossuet, 
but  as  it  is  believed  by  the  common  people  of  Italy,)  it  only 
serves  to  injure  them  by  lulling  the  natural  feelings  of 
conscience.  They  believe  indeed  in  God,  and  in  a  future 
state,  but  then  they  also  believe  quite  as  firmly  that  by 
means  of  a  certain  number  of  crossings,  sprinklings,  genu- 
flexions, ave-marias,  and  paternosters,  a-  whole  score  of  frauds, 
adulteries,  and  even  assassinations,  may  be  quite  wiped  out, 
and  they  become  as  fit  candidates  for  heaven  as  the  most  just 
and  innocent  of  men.  Whatever  is  sound  and  useful  in 
this  system  is  quite  overbalanced  by  that  which  is  absurd 
and  pernicious.  The  more  firmly  they  believe  it,  the  worse 
their  lives  are  likely  to  be.  Madame  de  Stael  speaks  of  it 
with  indulgence,  because  for  some  years  past  she  and  her 
friends  have  grown  very  favourable  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion.  Not  that  they  believe  it  themselves,  but  that  they 
are  inclined  to  bring  it  into  fashion.  .  .  .  What  their 
motives  are  if  is  not  so  easy  to  make  out.  What  I  imagine, 
however,  is  this.  Infidelity  was  pretty  near  worn  out.  No 
new  reputation  was  to  be  made  in  that  line.  The  harvest 
had  been  reaped  by  men  of  admirable  wit  and  learning. 
dee,  the  French  Krvnlutmn  had  frightened  people,  and 
they  began  to  perceive  that  atheism  was  not  quite  so  good  a 
joke.  On  the  whole  tln-n  religion  was  considered  as  a  more 
likely  step  to  popularity  and  fame.     Bui  a  sober,  rational. 


moderate  belief  would  not  answer  the  purpose.  It  would 
surprise  and  electrify  nobody.  But  the  new  believers  had 
quite  as  much  vanity  to  gratify  as  the  old  infidels.  Some 
how  or  another  the  world  must  be  astonished,  and  as  in  the 
last  century  it  was  done  by  showing  how  little  wise  men 
ivould  believe,  so  in  the  new  school  it  is  accomplished  by 
showing  how  much  they  can  believe.  .  .  .  M.  Schlegel, 
too,  seeing  that  no  glory  was  to  be  gained  in  the  Lutheran 
Church,  magnanimously  swallowed  the  whole  Komish  creed 
at  a  single  gulp — cum  totius  Germanim  stupore — which  was 
just  what  he  wanted." — Letters  of  the  Earl  of  Dudley  to 
the  late  Bishop  of  Llandaff. 

The  Kev.  W.  Palmer,  of  Oxford,  in  his  letters  on  the 
Errors  of  Komanism,  brings  a  very  grave  charge  against 
Doctor  Wiseman,  which  for  very  plain  reasons,  the  crafty 
foreigner  has  never  attempted  to  rebut :  and  yet  this  is  the 
man  who  can  expatiate  so  eloquently  on  the  doctrine  of 
Komish  Infallibility ! 

"  Now,  Sir,"  exclaims  Mr.  Palmer,  "  much  as  the  testi- 
mony of  Catholic  antiquity  is  to  be  valued,  you  must  permit 
me  to  say,  that  we  are  not  bound  to  approve  of  every  expres- 
sion which  particular  writers  may  have  employed  in  rhetorical 
compositions.  .  .  .  But,  sir,  i"  most  positively  deny  that 
Christian  antiquity  furnishes  any  instances  of  prayers  or  de- 
clarations like  those  which  were  adduced  in  my  first  letter. 
I  say  this,  after  having  perused  and  examined  the  apparently 
imposing  mass  of  authorities  which  you  have  produced.  I 
say  apparently,  because  I  was  not  prepared  to  find  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  passages  which  you  have  quoted  as 
from  the  Fathers,  including  all  those  on  which  you  lay  the 
most  stress,  are  derived  from  apocryphal  and  spurious  writ- 
ings ;  from  works  written  centuries  after  the  time  of  the 
Fathers  to  whom  you  attribute  them ;  from  the  writings  of 
heretics  falsely  attributed  to  the  Fathers!  Page  after  page 
of  quotations,   garnished  with  many   an   ingenious   remark, 
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and  many  a  grave  admonition,  with  your  applause  of  the 
venerable  authors,  and  your  contrasts  between  their  senti- 
ments and  mine,  are  derived  from  works  the  genuineness  of 
which  is  disputed  or  denied  by  the  ablest  critics,  even  of 
your  own  communion !  It  is  really  impossible  to  refrain 
from  a  smile,  &c,  &c." — Palmers  Letters  to  Dr.  Wiseman 
on  the  Errors  of  Romanism,     (v.  p.  15). 

Offended  at  the  arrogance  of  the  Cardinal  Spaniard,  The 
Times  has  lately  opened  its  artillery  on  his  most  Reverend 
Eminence,  as  well  as  on  the  Holy  Father  himself,  with  an 
evident  determination  to  annihilate  them  both  : — 

"  Is  it,  then,  here,  in  Westminster,  among  ourselves,  and 
by  the  English  throne,  that  an  Italian  priest  is  to  parcel  out 
the  spiritual  dominion  of  this  country — to  employ  the  rene- 
gades of  our  national  Church  to  restore  a  foreign  usurpation 
over  the  consciences  of  men,  and  to  sow  division  in  our 
political  society,  by  an  undisguised  and  systematic  hostility 
to  the  institutions  most  nearly  identified  with  our  national 
freedom,  and  our  national  faith?  Such  an  intention  must 
either  be  ludicrous  or  intolerable — either  a  delusion  of  some 
fanatical  brain,  or  treason  to  the  constitution.  .  .  .  Our 
Roman  Catholic  countrymen  have,  as  a  body,  probably  no 
active  part  in  these  proceedings  of  the  alien  authority  which 
they  acknowledge.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  more  likely  to 
lose  than  to  gain  by  such  rash  innovations,  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  religious  liberties  was  more  respectable  when 
it  was  more  silent.  But  since  Rome  is  itself  the  seat  of 
tin  se  ridiculous  contrivances,  we  may  fairly  regard  such  at- 
tempts at  spiritual  aggression  as  a  mark  of  hostile  imperti- 
nence to  be  met  with  due  vigour  by  the  British  government, 
not  in  England,  hut  in  Italy.  In  the  present  state  of  the 
Pope's  dominions,  while  the  feeble  remnant  of  his  temporal 
power  excites  the  oompaetion  of  the  Catholic  States  and  the 
oontempt  of  his  subjects,  the  direct  opposition  of  England, 
and  a  bold  resolution  to  shake  the  rotten  Edifice  to  its 
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foundations,  might  prove  more  formidable  dangers  to  the 
occupants  of  the  Vatican,  than  the  presence  of  A  sham 
Archbishop  to  the  Protestant  citizens  of  Westminster.  In 
proportion  as  the  vitality  of  the  Komish  church  declines 
at  its  centre,  it  revives  at  its  extremities  ;  and  by  the  strange 
contradiction  of  its  nature,  a  sovereign  who  is  too  weak  to 
defend  himself  in  his  palace  against  a  mob  who  insult  him 
with  impunity,  acquires  a  sort  of  parasitic  existence  in  coun- 
tries not  subject  to  his  authority,  and  distributes  dignities 
and  duties  which  are  not  his  own. 

"  There  is  a  spirit  abroad,  even  in  Italy,  which  will  not 
be  aroused  with  impunity  ;  and  however  reluctant  we  may  t>e 
to  add  fresh  elements  of  discord  to  the  present  agitated 
condition  of  Europe,  we  are  not  disposed  to  submit  with 
perfect  tameness  or  indifference  to  the  wanton  interference  of 
a  band  of  foreign  priests  in  the  affairs  of  this  country." — 
The  Times,  Saturday,  October  19. 

What,   then,  is  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter  ? 

"  The  efforts  of  the  Romanists,  now  more  vigorous  than 
ever,  are  among  the  clearest  proofs  of  their  sinking  cause; 
it  is  just  when  death  approaches  that  the  convulsive  energies 
of  the  human  frame  are  most  powerfully  stimulated ;  but  what 
ignorant  spectators  regard  as  symptoms  of  recovery,  are 
known  to  the  physician  as  certain  signs  of  approaching 
dissolution." — History  of  the  Origin,  Growth,  and  Progress 
of  the  Papal  Tower. — Parker. 
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